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consciousness of what he is about; and continues it with con-
sciousness increasing as his culture increases; whereby it
happens that so many exquisite and so many paltry things
are to be found circulating in the world, and one perplexity is
seen to rise from the ashes of another.

"But the rumor which these strange productions had ex-
cited over Germany, the approbation paid to them by every
class of persons, from the wild student to the polished court-
lady, frightened me; for I now thought all my labor was to
prove in vain; the objects, and the way of handling them, to
which I had been exercising all my powers, appeared as if
defaced and set aside. And what grieved me still more was,
that all the friends connected with me, Heinrich Meyer and
Moritz, as well as their fellow-artists Tischbein and Bury,
seemed in danger of the like contagion. I was much hurt.
Had it been possible, I would have abandoned the study of
creative art, and the practice of poetry altogether ; for where
was the prospect of surpassing those performances of genial
worth and wild form, in the qualities which recommended
them ? Conceive my situation. It had been my object and
my task to cherish and impart the purest exhibitions of poetic
art; and here was I hemmed in between Ardinghello and Franz
von Moor!

"It happened also about this time that Moritz returned
from Italy, and stayed with me awhile; during which, he
violently confirmed himself and me in these persuasions. I
avoided Schiller, who was now at Weimar, in my neighbor-
hood. The appearance of Don Carlos was not calculated to
approximate us; the attempts of our common friends I
resisted; and thus we still continued to go on our way
apart."

By degrees, however, both parties found that they had
been mistaken. The course of accidents brought many things
to light, which had been hidden; the true character of each
became unfolded more and more completely to the other;
and the cold, measured tribute of respect was on both sides
animated and exalted by feelings of kindness, and ultimately
of affection. Ere long, Schiller had by gratifying proofs